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Changes from the 2022 Draft to the Land Sector and Removals Standard

The draft Land Sector and Removals Guidance (2022 draft Guidance) was circulated for public consultation and
pilot testing in September of 2022. The GHG Protocol Secretariat received over 4,000 individual comments from
over 300 reviewers and 96 pilot testing organizations, consisting of both pilot testing companies and supporting
partners. The Secretariat identified 42 key issues from the feedback that required further discussion with the
Land Sector and Removals Technical Working Group (LSR TWG), Advisory Committee (AC), and Independent
Standards Board (ISB).

To address these key issues, the LSR TWG formed 11 subgroups to discuss the feedback received and develop
recommendations on how to proceed. After a series of subgroup meetings and an in-person TWG workshop in
2023, the LSR TWG proposed revisions to the draft Guidance to maintain scientific integrity and alignment with
GHG Protocol’s accounting and reporting principles while ensuring approaches were fit for purpose and feasible to
implement. This proposal included structural changes to improve clarity and refinements to existing requirements
and recommendations related to traceability, land use change, land use and leakage, forest carbon accounting,
removals and product carbon storage (see figure below).

In 2024 the AC reviewed, refined and approved the proposal. The AC was unable to reach consensus on two
issues, agricultural leakage and forest carbon accounting, which were brought to the ISB for decisions in 2025.

Changes from the 2022 Draft to the Land
Sector and Removals Standard

« Added the framing to include proximate and adjacent non-productive lands within Req. 7

scope 3 accounting.
LLifa S S L TR « Added mass balance with safeguards as way to demonstrate physical traceability to Req. 8

improve feasibility.

- Standardized LUC discounting and sLUC approaches to improve comparability. Req. 10
LAND USE CHANGE « Added the jurisdictional dLUC calculation approach. Req. 10
- Clarified subcategory land use change requirements. Reg. 11

+ Revised land tracking metric optionality to require accounting for land occupation. Req. 12
- Limited requirement to account for negative impacts outside the value chain to Req. 13
impacts of displaced food production framed under land carbon leakage.

LAND USE AND
LEAKAGE

The LSR Standard does not apply to forestry and does not include requirements to N/A
account for land management CO2 emissions or removals on forest lands and
non-productive lands.

FOREST CARBON
ACCOUNTING

Revised removals requirements on traceability, data quality and allocation to address Req. 20-23
REMOVALS issues raised by users.
« Added options to support companies in demonstrating permanence. Req. 20-23

PRODUCT CARBON Separated product carbon storage from removals. Req. 24
STORAGE Distinguished between product and waste carbon storage. Req. 26

This document will be updated to include a detailed table documenting how the 32 requirements in the Land
Sector and Removals Standard changed from the 2022 draft Guidance.
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https://ghgprotocol.org/blog/land-sector-and-removals-guidance-topline-themes-stakeholder-feedback
https://ghgprotocol.org/blog/land-sector-and-removals-guidance-where-we-are-now

